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A personal view of the Gulf War
What comes to mind when you think of the Gulf War? A spectacular
fireworks display over Baghdad? Scud missiles, “smart bombs” and 4
“surgical strikes”? Gesticulating journalists who became overnight ' .
celebrities because of constant television exposure? Or the triumphant return

of western froops fo parades and yellow ribbons?

%
These are the images with which the public was bombarded during the war "
— 0 thick technological veneer obscuring the bloody reality. This two-part
film strips away that superficial polish to probe some little-explored issues -

behind the recent Middle East conflict. -

@ ® 3 versonal view of the Gulf War
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Part 1 fills in some of the background to the 1991 Gulf War that has i

tended not to make the headlines. It looks at the recent historical context,

including Canadian and American involvement, the importance of the . .
region’s il resources, the origins of the conflict and the effect the war has =
had on people in the region. It also introduces Conada’s role in the United = \
Nations since the fifty founding member-states came together in an attempt <
to “save succeeding generations from the scourge of war.” PR
'-H..I:l‘ :. \
Part 2 exomines Canadion participation in the violent response fo lraq’s E i 3
invasion of Kuwait in the context of Canada’s pivotal role in forming and =B T
developing the United Nations Peacekeeping Force. The filmmaker contrasts 8 et
the part ployed by this force in the negotiated seftlement of the Suez Crisis o
of 1956 with its actions during and after the Gulf War, questioning the &

recent deviation from its troditional mandate. Is it desirable or even possible,
he asks, fo fight and be a peacekeeper ot the same fime?
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Background information for Points for Discussion

Peacekeeper at War .| . (Part 2)
When the United Nations was formed in 1945, Canada was one of the Directed, © What were the origins of the
founding members. Eleven years later, when the Suez Crisis occurred, an Photographed United Nations and ifs
emergency session was called fo fry fo resolve it. Canada’s Minister of and Peacekeeping Force? Why was
External Affairs, Lester Pearson, proposed fo separate the opponents by o ik iy Lester Pearson awarded the Nobel
neutral force under UN command, made up of units from small-and artinDeckwerth  Buyq Pize?
medium-sized powers. The United Nations Peacekeeping Force was born. _
Its mandate was to set up and administer o demilitarized zone af the Loeion ® Do you think that Canada has o
invitation of the conflicting sides so that they could negofiate a settlement. el S;u"i " responsibility fo help resolve :
Since this first, successful deployment of the force in Egypt in 1956, on Hodgis disputes in other parts of the TR
Canada has sent 80,000 soldiers to serve in peacekeeping missions around " world? Why or why not?
the world — more than any other country. . Eiltiag .
Judith Merritt * Do you think o military peacekeeping force can be influential in resolving
The role played by the Peacekeeping Force in the recent conflict in the . disputes or preventing them from escalating? Can you think of other means thaf
Middle Eastwos very different. This time, the UN was one of the e might be equally effective?

belligerents, and there was no negotiation. Canada played an active part in Larry Crosley

the US - led attack on lraq though o majority of Canadians were opposed fo - ® Were the Canadian troops allocated fo UN peacekeeping in the Gulf actually
their country’s participation before the launching of Operation Desert Storm. Sound Editing defending Canadian interests? If so, what were these interests? If not, what
André Chaput 000 they defending? Do you feel this was in keeping with their mandate?
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It Was, It Was Not — Essays and Art on the War Against frag, edited by Mordecai Briemberg. Execufive Producer ; )
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T S R Order Number ®“....surely by now the glamour hos gone out of war, stated Lester Pearson in
P.0. Box 6100, Station Centre-Vile 1957. Do you think the general impression that remains of the Gulf War and

Montreal, Quebec

H3C 3H5 other recent conflicts is a romanticized one? Or is it realistic?



